Evaluation of captopril versus reserpine and frusemide in treating hypertensive children with acute post-streptococcal glomerulonephritis.
We have evaluated the effect of oral captopril versus a combination of oral reserpine and frusemide in the treatment of 20 children with post-streptococcal glomerulonephritis (APGN) with hypertension. Captopril produced a significantly greater reduction in systolic and diastolic blood pressure in both the standing and supine positions than reserpine + frusemide at 0.75, 1, 1.25, 8, 24, 48 and 72 h after initiating treatment. Neither postural hypotension nor reflex tachycardia accompanied the therapeutic effect of captopril. Blood urea, serum creatinine and creatinine clearance did not change significantly after therapy in either study group. Three days after initiating treatment, the 24 h urinary catecholamine output increased significantly in children who received captopril but did not change in children treated with frusemide and reserpine.